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The work of the URBAN Intergroup fo-
cuses on a number of subjects linked 

to sustainable development of urban areas 
such as:

   environment and energy efficiency
 urban transport
 housing
 social aspects (social exclusion, mi-
gration, ageing of the population)
 services of general interest
 local public finances and the impact
of the financial and economic crisis on
cities

The main objectives of the URBAN Inter-
group are to:

 monitor the legislative and non-

legislative work of EP’s committees 
on urban related issues
 work on common EU strategies
 put urban needs on the agenda of 
EU policies
 be actively involved in the prepa-
ration of EU legislation
 constantly stay in contact with 
partners and practitioners
 inform about realisation of EU poli-
cies on the ground

The members gather once a month in 
Strasbourg.
International conferences are also organ-
ised in cooperation with various partners 
in Brussels and abroad.

WHAT WE DO?

The URBAN Intergroup is a cross-parties 
and cross-committees grouping with a 

horizontal approach to discus urban relat-
ed issues, without any strong connection 
to one specific political group, parliamen-
tary committee or partner.

The URBAN Intergroup (previously “UR-
BAN-Housing”) was set up and worked suc-
cessfully in the 2004-2009 parliamentary 
term to enure that urban related problems 
are reflected in European Parliament’s de-
cisions. 

GENESIS

“Dear colleagues, dear URBAN friends,
I am very pleased to send you the first newsletter of the European
Parliament URBAN Intergroup. Our Intergroup brings together 70 
MEPs representing most EU Member States, all the political groups 
at the European Parliament, and working in all the parliamentary 
committees.

150 partners from local, regional, national and European level that represent the in-
terests of Europe’s towns and cities follow our daily work. I am pleased to inform you 
that 58 of them decided to become our official partners.
We have already organised several meetings in Strasbourg and conferences in Brus-
sels to discuss the key role that towns and cities play in finding local solutions to
global problems. Let’s hope that the work of URBAN Intergroup will help them solving 
some of their problems.”
        Jan OLBRYCHT
        President of the URBAN Intergroup
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WHO WE ARE?
   URBAN Intergroup bureau

Jan Olbrycht, EPP
Poland
President

Arlene McCarthy, S&D
United Kingdom
1st Vice-President

Oldřich Vlasák, ECR
Czech Republic
2nd Vice-President

Sophie Auconie, EPP
France
Vice-President

Karima Delli, Greens/EFA
France
Vice-President

Ramona Mănescu, ALDE
Romania
Vice-President

Lambert van Nistelrooij, EPP
the Netherlands
Vice-President

Peter Simon, S&D
Germany
Vice-President

Rui Tavares, GUE/NGL
Portugal
Vice-President

Over 70% of Europe’s population lives in urban areas. Towns and cities are increas-
ingly seen as the engines driving national and regional economies; however, at the 
same time many problems of social or environmental nature lay in urban areas.

According to the subsidiarity principle, urban policy is not an EU competence. Nev-
ertheless, about three quarters of the EU legislation is implemented at local and 
regional levels and has a direct impact on Europe’s towns and cities.

“We will continue this work in future -
- urban issues are increasingly important in the EU policies.”

Jan Olbrycht
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On September 14th 2010, URBAN Inter-
group co-organised with EUROCITIES 

(the network of major European cities) 
and the Brussels Capital Region a confer-
ence entitled “More urban, more cohesion. 
The added value of the urban dimension of 
cohesion policy.” 
At this high level meeting, MEPs from the 
URBAN Intergroup, the EU Belgian Presi-
dency and European Commissioner for Re-
gional Policy, Johannes Hahn, have voiced 
their support for the central role that cit-
ies must have in the future EU cohesion 
policy.
Sophie Auconie (France, EPP), Vice-Pres-
ident of the Intergroup, participated in the 
opening debate with Commissioner Johan-
nes Hahn.
“Urban development is a smart investment 
in the lives of millions of Europeans,” said 
Commissioner Hahn. “We want to close the 
policy gap by involving city administrators 
who best know the needs of the people,” 
he added.
Peter Simon (Germany, S&D), Vice-Pres-
ident of the Intergroup, took part in the 

COMMISSIONER HAHN

 “Urban development is a smart investment”

Sophie Auconie (France, EPP) (on the right) and Comissionner Johannes Hahn (in the 
background) opened the conference.

Peter Simon (Germany, S&D) (on the left) participated in the first panel debate on
integrated approach adopted by cities.

COMMISSIONER OETTINGER

 “Local solutions are often the key to success”

first panel debate on integrated approach
adopted by cities. “The structural Fund 
subsidies could be applied more effectively 
and more target-orientated  if the authori-
ties responsible for the operational pro-
grammes on state level integrated the lo-
cal actors already during the development 
of the programme”, Peter Simon said.
Jan Olbrycht (Poland, EPP), President of 
the  Intergroup, expressed his views dur-
ing the second debate on key principles to 
ensure working in partnership. “Cohesion 
policy is about development, not simply 
redistribution. While, special attention is 
needed for those areas lagging behind, this 
should not overshadow the internationally 
extolled European model of urban develop-
ment,” Jan Olbrycht said. “Europe’s thriv-
ing cities are the ticket to the EU’s global 
competitiveness,” he added.
Karima Delli (France, the Greens/EFA), 
Vice-President of the Intergroup, made 
proposals on methods to choose the ap-
propriate geographical scale during the 
last debate.

The high level conference on “Supporting 
cities for sustainable solutions” organ-

ised, in the European Parliament on 16th 
September 2010, by URBAN Intergroup 
and Intergroup “Climate Change, Biodiver-
sity and Sustainable Development”, in col-
laboration with EUROCITIES, emphasized 

the role of cities as generators of green 
growth.
Participants to the conference, co-chaired 
by Vice-President of the URBAN Inter-
group Karima Delli (France, the Greens/
EFA) and Chair of the subgroup “Energy” 
of the Intergroup “Climate change” Vitto-
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Karima Delli (France, the Greens/EFA) (in the middle) and Commissioner Günter 
Oettinger (on the right).

rio Prodi (Italy, S&D), reminded that cit-
ies are key actors to achieve the 3x20% 
EU target and to mitigate and adapt to cli-
mate change.
Karima Delli, stressed that “half of the 
world population lives in cities, and this 
figure amounts to 70% in Europe. Cities
produce ¾ of CO2 emissions and consume 
80% of energy. We will therefore win the 
climate battle in cities.”
“Enhancing the urban and territorial di-
mension in the European agenda and in 
the future cohesion policy should enable to 
reinforce the role of cities as key players of 
sustainable development,” she added.
As underlined by Vittorio Prodi, cities 
can catalyse the shift from purely material 
growth to a more comprehensive concept 
of development.
“Local solutions are often the key to suc-
cess,” European Commissioner for Energy, 
Günther Oettinger argued. He insisted 
on the role of the Covenant of Mayors to 
guarantee the application by European 

cities and regions of EU commitments to 
tackle climate change.
The conference brought together more 
than 100 participants, including MEPs, 
representatives from the European Com-
mission, from Member States as well as 
NGOs, academic organizations and the 
private sector.

URBAN INTERGROUP AGENDA
Conferences organised by the Intergroup Conferences organised by members

November 11th, 15.00-17.00:
Meeting with Edge Cities Network to discuss 
the position of the EP regarding a more proac-
tive role of the sub national political level.
European Parliament, ASP 3F383
Coordination Mr Jan Olbrycht

November 26th:
Smart Urban Day in Prague, Czech Republic
Coordination Mr Oldřich Vlasák

February 9th, 2011 (tbc):
Conference with the European Forum for Ar-
chitectural Policies on “Development of Euro-
pean metropolises areas: which perspective in 
future programmes?” 
Coordination Ms Karima Delli

December 1st, 15.00-18.00:
Conference on Sustainable mobility and plan-
ning: the European Metropolis challenges
Committee of the Regions, JDE 51
Coordination Ms Karima Delli

March 16th, 2011 (tbc):
Final conference of the SUITE (Social and Ur-
ban Inclusion Through Housing) project
Coordination Ms Karima Delli

December 9th, 14.00-18.00:
Conference on energy efficiency and ERDF
European Parliament, ASP A5E1
Coordination Ms Karima Delli

CONTACTS
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