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Goals of the European Cities Report

• Show European cities in global perspective

• Compare cities within Europe to support 
European, national and local policy making

• Support the Urban Agenda for the EU

• Provide input to the HABITAT III conference and 
support the new Urban Agenda

• NOT to represent Member State positions or 
summarise national HABITAT reports.
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Structure

1. European cities in a global context

2. Demographic change 

3. Urban economic development

4. The inclusive city

5. Making urban mobility greener and safer

6. Resource efficient cities

7. Urban environment and climate change

8. Urban governance
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European cities in a global context

• Only two mega cities, while most live in medium-
sized cities (250 000 to 5 million)

• A network of cities, but also remote cities

• With moderate densities, twice as high as in 
North America, but much lower than in Asia and 
Africa

• How to define a city? Can the degree of 
urbanisation help?
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Demographic change

• Population growth in cities is higher, especially 
due to migration. But the speed of urbanisation 
has slowed down.

• Working age population moves to cities looking 
for education and jobs, while 65+ move out

• Capital cities tend to have highest population 
growth, share of working-age population and of 
foreign-born population



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy

Urban Economic development

• Cities boost productivity

• More tertiary educated & more innovation

• More high-growth firms

• Higher employment rates

• Better accessibility and connectivity

• Low-income cities are catching up, but losing jobs

• Medium- and high-income cities lag behind

• Very-high-income cities maintain their lead
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Social issues in European cities

• European cities are relatively safe, but city 
dwellers tend to feel less secure

• Cities are making progress towards 2020 targets, 
but employment rates are still below the pre-
crisis levels & poverty and exclusion rates above.

• Employment rates of the residents born outside 
the EU are considerably lower

• Housing in cities is expensive, small and crowded
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Education, employment and poverty

• Europe 2020 strategy measured by degree of 
urbanisation

• 10% or less of early school leavers 18-24

• 40% or more of tertiary educated 30-34

• 75% or more employed 20-64

• 20 million less people in poverty or social 
exclusion

• Crisis has supported progress to education 
targets, reduced employed and increased poverty



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy

Urban mobility

• To reach GHG emission targets, car use may 
need to be reduced

• Low-carbon modes more popular in cities, but 
more can be done to make these attractive

• Traffic safety is high in most EU cities, but can 
still be improved

• Cities can learn from each other



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy



Regional & 
Urban Policy

Road fatalities

• Green below 2020 
target

• Purple above 2020 
target
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Resource efficient cities

• Cities are more resource efficient than rural areas 
as they 

• use less land, 

• need fewer roads and 

• use less energy for transport, heating and cooling

• This efficiency is not automatic and can 
deteriorate or improve over time depending on 
national and local policies
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Land use change

• Starting level of land use per capita is relevant 
for sustainability (public transport)

• Cities and FUAs with a declining population 
virtually always have an increase in land use per 
capita (even if land use remains constant)

• Cities (60%) and FUAs (40%) with growing 
population reduced their land use per capita
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• The share of green 
areas in a city and the 
access to green space 
are not correlated

• Access takes into 
account the 
distribution of 
population and of 
green areas
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Urban environment and climate 
change

• Air pollution remains a challenge in many cities

• GHG emissions and energy use need to shrink

• Reducing waste and recycling more

• Cities can experiment with new solutions, 
including with green and blue infrastructure
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• More than 300 cities 
have committed to 
reducing GHG 
emissions

• Cities focus 
increasingly on 
mitigation AND 
adaptation
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Urban governance

• Successful cities have sufficient autonomy and 
funding, govern at the functional level and are 
highly trusted by the residents

• But many cities lack leadership, autonomy, 
funding, competencies and are highly fragmented 
into competing and conflicting jurisdictions

• Corruption and nepotism continue to be problem 
in several cities
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Conclusions

• European cities have many benefits and others 
can learn from them

• But European cities need to improve their 
performance and innovate

• European cities are central to reaching many of 
the EU goals and objectives: economic, social, 
environmental, climate change

• Metropolitan governance systems are needed
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Next steps

• Presentation during the European Week of 
Regions and Cities in Brussels

• Habitat III conference in Quito

• Follow up within the context of the Urban Agenda 
for the EU and the New Urban Agenda, the UN's 
urban Sustainable Development Goal


