Background
• Following the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development -> the entry point for culture
is in Goal 11, on Sustainable Cities
• In the framework of the implementation of the UNESCO
Culture Conventions
• In view of the adoption of the New Urban Agenda,
outcome document of the Third United Nations
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Development
(Habitat III – Quito, Ecuador, October 2016) -> includes
references to Culture

Culture: Urban Future

8 regional
analyses

111 case
studies

44
perspectives

3 pillars
12 themes

Structure of the Report
• Part I – 8 Regional Surveys
• Part II – 12 thematic chapters, along 3 strategic axes:
People – Environment – Policies
• Conclusions and Recommandations
• Dossiers – presenting the work of all UNESCO
Programme Sectors in the area of Cities and Sustainable
Development
• Atlas – displaying the location of cities belonging to the
different UNESCO city-related networks

Culture: Urban Future

Part 1 - Regional analyses / Highlights

“As heritage conservation is perceived to be a
low priority within development agendas, the
needs of the poor require particular attention
in urban regeneration, building on the
innovative use of pro-poor frameworks.”

“In light of increasing land speculation and
widespread privatization of urban areas,
public spaces have been a particular focus of
urban conservation and regeneration
efforts.”
“A new vision of sustainable urbanism is
emerging, one that combines heritage,
contemporary design and environmental
awareness, and favours polycentric, dense
and mixed-use cities.”
“While urban conservation and regeneration
have historically been government-led, they
now involve a growing variety of civil society
and private partners, resulting in innovative
partnerships.”

Culture: Urban Future

Part 1 - Regional analyses / Highlights

“As a new generation of cultural
entrepreneurs emerges, culture increasingly
provides a stage for community participation
and renewed links between governments and
citizens.”
“Although it decayed due to demographic and
social transformation, the ‘medina’, a dense,
mixed-use urban model specific to Arab
cities, offers lessons for the future
sustainability of cities.”
“The practice of urban conservation has
unlocked new approaches and instruments to
achieve urban and environmental
sustainability, emphasizing local knowledge,
creativity and well-being.”
“Urban conservation and regeneration
practices are emerging through the reuse of
former industrial buildings and Soviet era
public spaces, as well as revitalization
projects for historic cities.”

Culture: Urban Future

Part 2 – Thematic approaches / Highlights

►►► People
❶

People-centered cities

“Principles of cultural equity and recognition
need to be embedded in all city policies and
programmes to ensure the recognition of
cultural rights of all groups.”

❸

Peaceful and tolerant
societies

“Increased human mobility has made cities
more culturally heterogeneous. Building and
sustaining peaceful societies is contingent
upon respect for cultural diversity.”

“People and their well-being should be at the
centre of local development initiatives to
achieve sustainable cities and fulfil human
aspiration.”

Inclusive cities

❷

“Promoting creativity and innovation, including
digital technologies, in cities builds on human
ingenuity and diversity as a resource for urban
development and improving the liveability of cities.”

❹

Creative and innovative
cities
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Part 2 – Thematic approach / Highlights

►►► Environment
❺

Human scale and
compact cities

“The understanding of traditional cultural
practices including vernacular construction
technologies is essential for resilience.”

❼

Safeguarding
urban identities

“Adaptive rehabilitation of urban heritage for
contemporary uses is an effective safeguarding
strategy, contingent on inclusive, multistakeholder governance and underpinned by
respect for socio-cultural values.”

“Culture should be considered as a catalyst for
mixed-use, human scale cities that integrate
cultural and natural resources in order to be
more sustainable.”

Sustainable, resilient and ❻
green cities

“As cultural heritage assets for all citizens that
foster social inclusion, vibrant public spaces should
be accessible to all.”

Inclusive
public spaces

❽
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Part 2 – Thematic approach / Highlights

►►► Policies
❾

Sustainable local
development

“Cultural vitality is necessary to city life as it
permeates all spheres of living and lies at the
foundation of freedoms, the public exchange of
ideas and societal wellbeing.”
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Improved urban
governance

“Culture-based urban governance entails the
commitment, collaboration, coordination and
synergy between different stakeholders at all
levels.”

“Cultural vitality is necessary to city life as it
permeates all spheres of living and lies at the
foundation of freedoms, the public exchange of
ideas and societal wellbeing.”

Enhanced rural-urban
linkages

❿

“While financing culture generally used to be a
‘top-down’ process, new stakeholders are now
taking the lead, including communities and
property owners in urban areas. Public-private
partnerships should thus be enhanced.”

Financing sustainable
urban development
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Culture: Urban Future

►►► People

Conclusions and Recommendations

► Enhance the liveability of cities and safeguard their identities
► Ensure social inclusion in cities through culture
► Promote creativity and innovation in urban development through culture
► Build on culture for dialogue and peace-building initiatives

► Foster human scale and mixed-use cities by drawing on lessons learnt
from urban conservation practices

Environment◄◄◄

► Promote a liveable built and natural environment
► Enhance the quality of public spaces through culture
► Improve urban resilience through culture-based solutions

►►► Policies

► Regenerate cities and urban-rural linkages by integrating culture
at the core of urban planning
► Build on culture as a sustainable resource for inclusive economic
and social development
► Promote participatory processes through culture and enhance the role
of communities in local governance
► Develop innovative and sustainable financial models for culture

Way forward for 2017
• Translation of the Global Report into French and
Spanish, of the Executive Summary into Arabic
and Chinese
• Launch of an Urban Network on Culture with a
data-based knowledge platform
• Further development of measurement tools on
the impact of culture on sustainable development
• Renewing of partnerships with e.g. the World
Bank
• A culture-engaged implementation of the UN
2030 Agenda, in particular Goal 11

Way forward for 2017
A culture-engaged implementation of the UN 2030
Agenda, in particular Goal 11

Impact of Culture on Urban development
Urban Built
Environment
Inclusive Public
Space
Human Scale
and Mixed Use
Built Forms
Integration of
Natural & Cultural
Environment

Regeneration of
Traditional Built
Environment
Enhanced Rural –
Urban Linkages
Adequate
Housing &
Basic Services
Improved Urban
Policies &
Framework

