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Background

* Following the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development -> the entry point for culture
is in Goal 11, on Sustainable Cities

* In the framework of the implementation of the UNESCO
Culture Conventions

* In view of the adoption of the New Urban Agenda,
outcome document of the Third United Nations
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Development
(Habitat Ill — Quito, Ecuador, October 2016) -> includes
references to Culture
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STUDYAREA 1

As a new generation of cultural entrepreneurs
emerges, culture increasingly provides a stage
for community participation and renewed links
between governments and citizens.

STUDY AREA 2

Although it decayed due to demographic and
social transformations, the ‘medina’, a dense,
mixed-use urban model specific to Arab cities,
offers lessons for the future sustainability of
cities.

STUDYAREA 3

The practice of urban conservation has
unlocked new approaches and instruments to
achieve urban and environmental sustainability,
emphasizing local knowledge, creativity and
well-being.

STUDY AREA 4

Urban conservation and regeneration practices
are emerging through the reuse of former
industrial buildings and Soviet era public spaces,
as well as revitalization projects for historic cities.

HUMAN-CENTRED CITIES

INCLUSIVE CITIES

PEACEFUL AND TOLERANT SOCIETIES
CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE CITIES

8 DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

STUDY AREA5

As heritage conservation is perceived to be a
low priority within development agendas, the
needs of the poor require particular attention in
urban regeneration, building on the region’s
innovative use of pro-poor policy frameworks.

STUDY AREA 6

In light of increasing land speculation and
widespread privatization of urban areas, public
spaces have been a particular focus of urban
conservation and regeneration efforts.

STUDY AREA7

A new vision of sustainable urbanism is
emerging, one that combines heritage,
contemporary design and environmental
awareness, and favours polycentric, dense and
mixed-use cities.

STUDY AREA 8

While urban conservation and regeneration have
historically been government-led, they now involve
a growing variety of civil society and private
partners, resulting in innovative partnerships.
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Structure of the Report

* Part | — 8 Regional Surveys

e Part Il — 12 thematic chapters, along 3 strategic axes:
People — Environment — Policies

e Conclusions and Recommandations

* Dossiers — presenting the work of all UNESCO
Programme Sectors in the area of Cities and Sustainable
Development

 Atlas — displaying the location of cities belonging to the
different UNESCO city-related networks



STUDY AREA

%

STUDY AREA

“As heritage conservation is perceived to be a
low priority within development agendas, the
needs of the poor require particular attention
in urban regeneration, building on the
innovative use of pro-poor frameworks.”

STUDY AREA

“In light of increasing land speculation and
widespread privatization of urban areas,
public spaces have been a particular focus of
urban conservation and regeneration
efforts.”

“A new vision of sustainable urbanism is
emerging, one that combines heritage,
contemporary design and environmental
awareness, and favours polycentric, dense
and mixed-use cities.”

STUDY AREA

“While urban conservation and regeneration \‘a_,
have historically been government-led, they
now involve a growing variety of civil society

and private partners, resulting in innovative
partnerships.”




STUDY AREA

“As a new generation of cultural

entrepreneurs emerges, culture increasingly
provides a stage for community participation
and renewed links between governments and

citizens.” . STUDY AREA

“Although it decayed due to demographic and ‘
social transformation, the ‘medina’, a dense,
mixed-use urban model specific to Arab

cities, offers lessons for the future
sustainability of cities.”

STUDY AREA

“The practice of urban conservation has
unlocked new approaches and instruments to
achieve urban and environmental
sustainability, emphasizing local knowledge,
creativity and well-being.”

STUDY AREA “Urban conservation and regeneration
practices are emerging through the reuse of
o former industrial buildings and Soviet era
public spaces, as well as revitalization
projects for historic cities.”

}




> > > People

0 e '-“People and their well-being should be at the
People-centered cities centre of local development initiatives to

achieve sustainable cities and fulfil human
aspiration.”

'“Principles of cultural equity and recognition 7 9
need to be embedded in all city policiesand | ~———======="
programmes to ensure the recognition of

cultural rights of all groups.”

“Promoting creativity and innovation, including
digital technologies, in cities builds on human
ingenuity and diversity as a resource for urban
development and improving the liveability of cities.”

©

“Increased human mobility has made cities
more culturally heterogeneous. Building and
sustaining peaceful societies is contingent
upon respect for cultural diversity.”




» b p Environment

9 Human scale and “Culture should be considered as a catalyst for
compact cities mixed-use, human scale cities that integrate
cultural and natural resources in order to be
more sustainable.”

“The understanding of traditional cultural
practices including vernacular construction
technologies is essential for resilience.”

“As cultural heritage assets for all citizens that
foster social inclusion, vibrant public spaces should
be accessible to all.”

“Adaptive rehabilitation of urban heritage for
contemporary uses is an effective safeguarding
strategy, contingent on inclusive, multi-
stakeholder governance and underpinned by
respect for socio-cultural values.”




> p p Policies

O Bl -
development

“Cultural vitality is necessary to city life as it
permeates all spheres of living and lies at the
foundation of freedoms, the public exchange of
ideas and societal wellbeing.”

jovernance

“Culture-based urban governance entails the

commitment, collaboration, coordination and
synergy between different stakeholders at all
levels.”

“Cultural vitality is necessary to city life as it
permeates all spheres of living and lies at the
foundation of freedoms, the public exchange of
ideas and societal wellbeing.”

“While financing culture generally used to be a
‘top-down’ process, new stakeholders are now
taking the lead, including communities and
property owners in urban areas. Public-private
sartnerships should thus be enhanced.”

urban develo

ment




and communication, UNESCO's engagement for sustalnable urban development refiects an

Interdisciplinary approach involving all ts programme sectors. This manifold strategy Is based
on the assumption that, In order for cities to be inclusive, safe, reslllent and sustainable, all aspects
of urban life need to be addressed In a coordinated manner by planners and pollcy-makers. In this
framework, UNESCO has established networks and partnerships involving a wide range of actors
from the public and private sector in different thematic areas, which have been widely supported
and developed by Its Member States.

Bdldlng on Its mandate in education, the natural sciences, the soclal and human sciences, culture

The Dosslers lllustrate the focus and work of several of these partnerships and networks:

presents UNESCO’s strategic partnerships for citles established with International
organizations, international funding Institutions, foundations, the private sector, universities,
research Institutions, NGOs and civil soclety.

lllustrates the relevance of World Heritage status for urban areas and the challenges
faced by World Herltage propertles located In citles (Including historic centres and monuments
In an urban context).

presents the UNESCO Creative Citles Network (UCCN), established In 2004, and which
operates in the framework of the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the
Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

concerns the International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities - ICCAR,
launched In 2004, which aims to create a common front In the global fight against racial
discrimination.

presents the Global Network of Learning Qtles (GNLC), which was launched by UNESCO
In 2013 with the mission of supporting and accelerating the practice of lifelong learning In urban
contexts.

refers to the Urban Blosphere Reserves, established In the framework of the UNESCO
Man and the Blosphere (MAB) Programme, which promotes the development of socleties, which
are sustalnable and In harmony with the blosphere.

lllustrates UNESCO's actions in supporting Member States to bulid capadties to manage
disaster and climate risk, Including In urban areas.

outlines UNESCO's work In addressing Issues related to water and human settiements,
focusing on the International Hydrological Programme (IHP) and the Megacities Alllance for Water
and Climate.




HOW DOES WORLD
HERITAGE STATUS
CONTRIBUTETO
SUSTAINABLE URBAN
DEVELOPMENT?

The protection of exceptional heritage
properties cherished by people all over the
world can be considered as anintrinsic
contribution to human well-being. Butin
addition toits intrinsicvalue for present
and future generations, World Heritage -
and heritage ingeneral - can alsomake an
important contribution to sustainable
development across its various
dimensions.

Through avariety of goods and services
and as astorehouse of knowledge, awell-
protected World Heritage property may
contribute directly to alleviating poverty
and inequalities by providing basic goods
and services, such as security and health,
through shelter, access toclean air, water,
food and other key resources.

Preserving natural resources, including
putstanding sites containing some of the
richest combinations of terrestrial and
marine biodiversity, is obviously a
fundamental contributionto
environmental sustainability. Most of these
sites, on the other hand, have developed
over time through mutual adaptation
between humans and the environment,
and thus demonstrating how biological and
cultural diversities interact with and affect
one another incomplex ways in a sort of co-
evolutionary process.

Very often, World Heritage is also an

cannot be de-localized) and green by
design’ since they embody an intrinsically
more sustainable pattern of land use,
consumption and production, developed
over centuries if not millennia of slow
adaptation between the communities and
their erwironment. This is true for natural
protected areasrich in biodiversity, of
course, but alsofor cultural landscapes and
historic cities.

World Heritage, of course, is also essential
to the spiritual well-being of people for its
powerful symbolic and aesthetic
dimensions. The acknowledgment and
conservation of the diversity of the cultural
and natural heritage, fair access toit and
the equitable sharing of the benefits
deriving from its use, enhance the feeling
of place and belonging, mutual respect for
others and a sense of purpose and ability to
maintain acommon good, which contribute
to the social cohesion of 2 community as
well as to individual and collective freedom
of choice and action. The ability to access,
enjoy and care for one's heritage is
essential forwhat Amartya Sen callsthe
‘capability of people tolive and to be what
they choose' (UNDP, 2004), thatisa
fundamental component of hurman
development.

Awell-maintained heritageis alsowvery
important in addressingrisks related to
natural and human-made disasters.
Experience has shown how the
degradation of natural resources,
neglected rural areas, urban sprawl and
poarty engineered new constructions
increase thevulnerability of communities
todisaster risks, especially in poorer

S5 T S N
orld Herit

With more than 1,631 human settlements
worldwide containing World Heritage,® a
significant number of local governments
are directly involved in managing World
Heritage properties. While urban heritage
is usually managed by local authorities,
single sites in an urban context may also
be under the responsibility of spedfic private
or public entities, such as religious commu-
nities or state institutions.




Throughaseriex 20subvregional maps the Ataslocates ciies belonging to UNESC

networks around theWorld aspresentedin the ‘Dossirs o the Report: World Heritage

and Cties, UNESCO Segative Cities Network International Coalitionof Incusiveand
SustainableCities - ICCAR, _Biosphere%tesefvesandthe Megacities Alliancefor
Water and Climate (as of July 2016) and the Global Network of Learning Cties (as of
April 2046} Itshould be noted thatHhe egend World Heritage and Cities corresponds
tocitesnscrbed onthe World HeritageList

Thenames of the countries and cites displayed onthe mapsarethose used by UNESCO.
The regions displayed in the 22 maps correspond tothe study areas identified in Part
ofthe Report.

The designations employed andtheresentation of materialinthissection donot imply
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UNESCO concerning thelegal
status of any country, territory, city or area o ofits authorities, or concerning the
elimitationof s frontiers or boundaries.



SOUTH-WESTERN EUROPE WESTERN EUROPE 2

Andorra, ltaly, Malta, Monaco, Portugal, San Marino, Austria, Belgium, Germany, Liechtenstein,
Spain, Vatican City (Holy See)

Luxembourg, Netherlands, Switzerland
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EASTERN EUROPE, CENTRAL ASIA AND CAUCASIA 1

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan

o

. WORLLYHERI TAGE MLV CTTIES
. THE UNESCOCREATIVE CITIES NE TWORK (LCCH)

THE URMESCOHGLORAL METWORK OF LEARMIMNG CITIES (GHLE)



> People » Enhance the liveability of cities and safeguard their identities
> Ensure social inclusion in cities through culture

> Promote creativity and innovation in urban development through culture
» Build on culture for dialogue and peace-building initiatives

» Foster human scale and mixed-use cities by drawing on lessons learnt Environment < <€ «
from urban conservation practices

» Promote a liveable built and natural environment
» Enhance the quality of public spaces through culture

» Improve urban resilience through culture-based solutions

» > p Policies /> Regenerate cities and urban-rural linkages by integrating culture
at the core of urban planning

» Build on culture as a sustainable resource for inclusive economic
and social development

» Promote participatory processes through culture and enhance the role
of communities in local governance

> Develop innovative and sustainable financial models for culture




CASE STUDY 18

Edinburgh (United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland)

CASE STUDY 17
Hamburg (Germany)
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Way forward for 2017

* Translation of the Global Report into French and
Spanish, of the Executive Summary into Arabic
and Chinese

e Launch of an Urban Network on Culture with a
data-based knowledge platform

* Further development of measurement tools on
the impact of culture on sustainable development

* Renewing of partnerships with e.g. the World
Bank

* A culture-engaged implementation of the UN
2030 Agenda, in particular Goal 11



Way forward for 2017

A culture-engaged implementation of the UN 2030
Agenda, in particular Goal 11

Share knowledge and skills and manage health risks taking into account the cultural contexts.
Contribute to well-being and quality health care by traditional health practices.
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Culture enhances access to education and ensure

& more locally relevant curricula, textbooks and
ZER0 ' : S
Cultural diversity and traditional knowledge are important HUNGER I!!l l teaching methods. Quality education should nurture
assets for food security and sustainable farming. ‘g‘

the appreciation of cultural diversity and provide
. Youth with the knowledge and skills for decent jobs
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Promote the intrinsic link between cultural diversity and biodiversity to ensure
greater environmental sustainability. Traditional knowledge and skills build
resilience to counter the effects of natural disasters and climate change. Culture
is a resource for sustainable consumption and production patterns.
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