


Since 1988, the European Commission and the Fundació Mies van der Rohe of 
Barcelona have been jointly responsible for the biennial European Union Prize 
for Contemporary Architecture - Mies van der Rohe Award.
 
The proposals made for each prize submitted by the nominators – the experts, 
the national architects associations and the advisory committee – are used by 
the Jury to arrive at its decisions on the Prize Winner, the Emerging Architect 
Winner and a broad selection of shortlisted works to disseminate European
architecture by means of catalogues, exhibitions, lectures and debates.

In 2013, the 13th Award coincided with its 25th anniversary. In the course of these 
25 years, the Fundació has organised thirteen Awards and built up a database of 
nearly 2,500 nominated works, one of the largest archives on contemporary 
architecture, consisting of photographs, drawings, digital and audiovisual 
materials and models.

The 14th Award received 420 nominated works, from amongst which the Jury 
members shortlisted 40 projects. Five finalist works competed for the Prize, and 
one Emerging Architect was chosen.



Alfonso XIII of Spain Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
Barcelona, 1929



Oriol Bohigas
Chief Architect
of Barcelona City Hall

Pasqual Maragall
Mayor of Barcelona

Jordi Pujol
President of 
Generalitat 

de Catalunya

Barcelona, 1986



We try to ‘understand’ the meaning of the Barcelona Pavilion, but seem to 
forget the smoothness of the marble, the hotness of the red velvet, the cold 
shine of the steel. The pavilion has a sensous materiality – the eye is not 
enough, you want to touch it, enjoy it with all of your senses.

— Ákos Moravánszky, 2008
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Bargino, 
Florence, 
Italy

Archea Associati

Ravensburg, 
Germany

Szczecin, 
Poland

Copenhagen,
Denmark

London,
UK

LRO Architekten

Barozzi Veiga

BIG

O’Donnell + Tuomey 
Architects

Bargino, 
Florence, 
Italy

Antinori Winery
Archea Associati

Ravensburg, 
Germany

Szczecin, 
Poland

Copenhagen,
Denmark

London,
UK

Ravensburg Art 
Museum
Lederer Ragnarsdóttir Oei

Philarmonic Hall 
Szczecin
Barozzi / Veiga

Danish 
Maritime 
Museum

BIG—Bjarke 
Ingels Group

Saw Swee Hock 
Student Centre, 
London School 

of Economics
O’Donnell + Tuomey 

Architects

Finalist Projects 
2015



“The Jury [of the European Union Prize for 
Contemporary Architecture – Mies van der Rohe 
Award] highlights the important role that clients 
play in the commissioning and encouragement of 
socially responsible projects.”

— Norman Foster, 1994



Philharmonic Hall, Szczecin
Barozzi / Veiga

Winner





07/06/13 25 years 2013 Award

MNAC Exhibition: 
“Constructing Europe”
Exhibiting 250 models 
in the domed hall  
of the museum

3.953
visitors in 2 months

2.500
exposed projects

140
models exhibited
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Valéry Didelon
Kjetil Trædal Thorsen 
Sebastian Behmann 
Hilde Daem 
Matija Bevk
Pedro Gadanho
Vittorio Gregotti
Wiel Arets
Willy Müller

Anne Isopp
Esteve Bonell
Tarald Lundevall
Paul Robbrecht
Víctor Navarro
Francis Rambert
Kent Martinussen
Beth Galí

Ibai Rigby
Francesc Rius
Osbjørn Jacobsen
Marie Jose van Hee
Bet Capdeferro
Ole Bouman
Louisa Hutton
Toni Casamor
Vasa Perovic

Emilio Tuñón
Sigurður Einarsson
Bjarke Ingels
Kamiel Klaasse
Aaron Betsky
Antón García-Abril
Miguel Roldán

Ricardo Devesa 
Peer Teglgaard Jeppesen
Jürgen Mayer H.
María Langarita
Fritz Neumeyer
Frédéric Migayrou
Ewa Porebska
Anna Puigjaner



07/06/13 25 years

Biennale Venezia

MILAN

GRAZ

PRAGA

KAUNAS

REYKJAVIK

ESSEN

LEUVEN
LUX FRANKFURT

MADRIDLISBON

LONDON

2013 Award

07/06/14

Reykjavik  6350 visitors
Graz  2700 visitors
Frankfurt  1750 visitors
Madrid  89 visitors
Lisbn  77 visitors
London  113 visitors
Milan  135 visitors
Praga  143 visitors
Kaunas  203 visitors
Leuven  158 visitors
Luxembourg  93 visitors
Essen  71 visitors

Breaking New Ground route 
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Barry Bergdoll
Mohsen Mostafavi 
Alejandro Zaera-Polo 
Bernard Tschumi
Kenneth Frampton 
Winka Dubbeldam 
Florian Idenborg 
Craig Dykers

MoMA
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Shenzhen Debate

Shenzhen Architecture and Urbanism Biennnale

Yuxing Zhang
Weiwen Huang
Xiaodu Li
Francine Hadjisotiriou
Willy Muller
Ole Bouman

75 selected projects for “Urban Borders”
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Iñaki Ábalos
Murat Tabanlioglu
Dominique Perrault
Josep Lluís Mateo
George Arbid
Kjetil Traedal Thorsen
Craig Dykers



07/06/13 25 years

Biennale di Venezia

2013 Award

07/06/14

Strelka

Strelka

BerlinAmsterdam

Barcelona London



Catalogue08/05/15 2015 Award



420 Nominees



2013
Harpa Reykjavik Concert Hall 
and Conference Centre, 
Reykjavic, Iceland
Peer Teglgaard Jeppesen, 
Osbjørn Jacobsen, Henning 
Larsen Architects; Olafur 
Eliasson / Studio Olafur Eliasson; 
Sigurður Einarsson /Batteríið 
Architects

2009
Norwegian National Opera 
& Ballet, Oslo, Norway
Kjetil Trædal Thorsen, Tarald 
Lundevall, Craig Dykers / 
SNØHETTA

2007
MUSAC Contemporary Art 
Museum of Castilla y León, 
León, Spain
Luis M. Mansilla, Emilio Tuñón / 
Mansilla+Tuñón Arquitectos

2001
Kursaal, 
San Sebastián, Spain
Rafael Moneo

1996
Bibliothèque nationale de 
France, Paris, France
Dominique Perrault / Dominique 
Perrault Architecture

London

Paris Luxembourg

Barcelona

Athens

Copenhagen

Stockholm

Tallin

Helsinki

Berlin
Warsaw

Riga

Prague

Vienna

Budapest

Belgrade

Ljubljana

Milan

Sofia

Malta

Bucarest

Istanbul

Nicosia

Madrid

Lisbon Seville

Porto

Amsterdam

Rotterdam

Dublin

2013
Red Bull Music Academy, 
Madrid, Spain
María Langarita, Víctor Navarro /
Langarita-Navarro Arquitectos
[ Emerging Architect Special 
Mention ]

2011
Neues Museum, 
Museums Islands Berlin, 
Germany
David Chipperfield / David 
Chipperfield Architects 
in collaboration with Julian 
Harrap

1998
Kunsthaus Bregenz, 
Bregenz, Austria
Peter Zumthor

2007
Faculty of Mathematics, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia
Matija Bevk, Vasa J. Perović / 
bevk perović arhitekti
[ Emerging Architect Special 
Mention ]

2011
Collage House, 
Girona, Spain
Ramon Bosch, Bet Capdeferro / 
bosch.capdeferro 
arquitectures
[ Emerging Architect  
Special Mention ]

1988
Banco Borges e Irmão, 
Vila do Conde, Portugal
Álvaro Siza Vieira

2009
Gymnasium 46°09’N / 16°50’E, 
Koprivnica, Croatia
Lea Pelivan, Toma Plejić / STUDIO UP
[ Emerging Architect Special Mention ]

2003
Scharnhauser Park Town Hall,  
Ostfildern, Germany
Jürgen Mayer H.
[ Emerging Architect Special Mention ]

2005
Netherlands Embassy, Berlin, 
Berlin, Germany
Rem Koolhaas, Ellen van Loon 
/ OMA

1992
Municipal Sports  
Stadium, Badalona, Spain
Esteve Bonell,  
Francesc Rius

2005
BasketBar, Utrecht, The Netherlands
NL Architects / Pieter Bannenberg, 
Walter van Dijk, Kamiel Klaasse, Mark 
Linnemann
[ Emerging Architect  Special Mention ]

2003
Car Park and Terminus 
Hoenheim North,  
Strasbourg, France
Zaha Hadid / Zaha Hadid 
Architects

1994
Waterloo International Terminal, 
London, United Kingdom
Nicholas Grimshaw / Nicholas 
Grimshaw & Architects

1990
Stansted Airport, 
London, United Kingdom
Norman Foster / 
Foster+Partners

2001
Kaufmann Holz Distribution Centre, 
Bobingen, Germany
Florian Nagler
[ Emerging Architect Special Mention ]

1,315 Cities 2,989 Projects

Barcelona

Winner Project 
/ Emergent 
Project

Cities with more 
than 20 projects

1—2 3–9 50—6540—5020—3910—19
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Start
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End

Chronicles
2015
This scheme shows when the 420 
nominees (sorted by functions) 
were commissioned and when they 
were finished (2013–2014) and 
nominated for the 2015 edition of 
the Prize.

17% of the 2015 nominees 
were commissioned in 2010 
and another 17% in 2012.

18% of cultural projects 
were commissioned in 2010.

23% of single houses were 
commissioned in 2012.

Almost 50% of the works 
started before 2015.

Collective Housing
Commerce
Culture
Education
Food & Accommodation
Government & Civic
Infrastructure
Mixed Use
Office
Single House
Sport & Leisure
Ephemeral
Funerary
Health
Industry
Landscape
Religion
Social Welfare
Urban Planning2009.

Timeline          

2015 Award08/05/15



Winner Project

High Performance 
Rowing Centre

Vila Nova de Foz Côa, 
Portugal

spacialAR-TE 

Contemporary Arts  
Centre  Menos é Mais 

/ Ribeira Grande
Azores Arquipélago, 

Portugal
J.Mendes Ribeiro

Public Equipment: 
 Urban Park &  

Transportation Hub
Logroño, Spain 

Ábalos+Sentkiewicz 
arquitectos / 

Arquitectura Agronomia

 Luz House 
  niapS ,sorelliC 
  G-arutcetiuqrA 

Atrio Relais
  xuaetâhC

Cáceres, Spain
Mansilla + Tuñón 

Arquitectos

Contemporary Art 
Centre Córdoba

Córdoba, Spain
Nieto Sobejano 

Arquitectos

Public Library 
Paredes 

Ceuta, Spain
Pedrosa Arquitectos

Woodland Cemetery New 
Crematorium

  nedewS ,mlohkcotS  
Johan Celsing

Vartov Square 
Copenhagen, Denmark

Hall McKnight 

Forfatterhuset 
  netragredniK

Copenhagen, Denmark
COBE 

 Maritime Museum  
 Helsingør, Sweden  

 BIG – Bjarke Ingels Group  

Childrens Home  
of the Future 

Kerteminde, Denmark
CEBRA 

Moesgaard Museum
Arhuus, Denmark 

Henning Larsen  
Architects

 Saw Swee Hock    
 Student Centre,    

 School of Economics  
  London, UK  

 O’Donnell + Tuomey  

Bishop Edward  
King Chapel

Oxford, UK
Niall McLaughlin  

Architects

Everyman Theatre
Liverpool, UK

Haworth Tompkins 

University 
of Limerick,  

Medical School, 
Student Limerick 

Housing, Piazza & 
Pergola

Limerick, Ireland 
Grafton Architects

Waterford  
Medieval Museum 

Waterford, Ireland
Waterford City  

Council Architects

Rozet, Culture  
House 

Arnhem, 
The Netherlands

Neutelings Riedijk Architects

Education  
  CM sumsarE ertneC

Rotterdam, 
The Netherlands

KAAN Architecten

De Rotterdam 
Rotterdam, 

The Netherlands
OMA

Rijksmuseum
Amsterdam, 

The Netherlands
Cruz y Ortiz Arquitectos

Hostel Wadi  
in Hoge Rielen 

Kasterlee, Belgium
Studio Associato  
Bernardo Secchi  

– Paola Viganò

‘Urban Spaces’ 
/ Dogarilor 
Apartment Building 
Bucharest, Romania 
ADN Birou
de Arhitectura

Sancaklar Mosque
Istanbul, Turkey
EAA–Emre Arolat 
Architects

 Antinori Winery 
 Bargino, Italy 
 Archea Associati 

Expo Gate 
Milan, Italy
Scandurra 
Studio Architettura

  tcejorP tsilaniF  

Redevelopment of  
the New Waterfront
Thessaloniki, Greece 
Nikiforidis–Cuomo 
Architects 

Studio and 
Work City

Finalist Studio to Work Location

Finalist Birthplace to Studio Location

Shortlisted Studio to Work Location

Studio City

Shortlisted 
Work City

Finalist City 
of origin

FRAC - Regional  
Contemporary  

Artwork Collection
Dunkerque, France

Lacaton & Vassal arch

  muesuM segaluoS
Rodez, France

RCR Arquitectes

  troP xueiV
Marseille, France
Foster + Partners

H71A
Reykjavík, Iceland 
Studio Granda

Akureyri

 Philharmonic Hall 
 Szczecin, Poland 
 C Barozzi Veiga  
 / Studio A4 

Silesian Museum
Katowice, Poland 
Katowice Riegler Riewe 
Architekten

Museum of the 
History of Polish Jews 
Warsaw, Poland
Architects Lahdelma  
& Mahlamäki

R50 – Cohousing
Berlin, Germany
ifau und Jesko  
Fezer / Heide  
& Von Beckerath

Park am Gleisdreieck
Berlin, Germany   
Atelier Loidl

Immanuel  
Church
Cologne, Germany 
Sauerbruch Hutton

 Ravensburg  
 Art Museum 
 Ravensburg, Germany 
 Lederer  
 Ragnarsdóttir Oei 

2226  
Baumschlager
Lustenau, Germany
Eberle Lustenau

           

    

Paris

Graz

Thessaloniki

Istanbul

Bucharest

Lustenau

Ravensburg

Porto

Ribeira Grande

Olot

Logroño

Madrid

Seville

Ceuta

Rodez

Marseille

Cologne

Arnhem

Berlin

Szczecin

Rotterdam

Amsterdam

Oxford

Córdoba

Liverpool

Milan

Aarhus

Dunkerque

London

Copenhagen

Warsaw

Katowice

Helsingør

Stockholm

Helsinki

Kerteminde

Tradee

Limerick

Waterford

Stuttgart 

Kasterlee

Barcelona

Cilleros

Cáceres

Santiago de Compostela

Trento

Florence

Bargino

Dublin

279 Cities 420 Projects

UE candidate countriesUE countries EEA countries

Studio Mobility

UE candidate countriesUE countries EEA countries
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420 Nominees exhibition Barcelona02/2015



2015 Prize exhibition Barcelona05/2015



“I tend to believe that architecture plays an important 
role in city marketing, fashion magazines and lifestyle 
discourses. But it doesn’t necessarily mean that this is a sign 
of the strength of architecture. It can equally be maintained 
that this is the last resort of architecture seeking its last 
bastion of cultural relevance as it loses its capacity to play 
any relevant role in a more integral way, a more engaged 
way, in society as a whole. That’s why I’m very interested in 
new strategies which are not about form, not about iconism: 
they are about about social engineering.”

— Ole Bouman, 2007



Debate: Shaping European cities Brussels09/2015



2015 Prize exhibition Brussels09/2015



European Identity 16 cities / 16 offices09/2015



Made in Europe Exhibition Shanghai10/2015



2015 Prize exhibition Szczecin11/2015



Made in Europe exhibition Wroclaw01/2016





Future projects.  
Fundació Mies van der Rohe

EU Mies van der Rohe Award 2015 exhibition

Award 2015 exhibition House of Cards version

Made in Europe exhibition

Milan

Brussels
Leuven

Paris

Bordeaux

Barcelona
Porto

Malta

Naples

Athens

Skopje
Kosovo

Budapest

Bratislava

Wrocław

Marseille

Frankfurt

Luxemburg

Rotterdam
Delft

Dublin

Vilnius

Praga

Szczecin
Berlin

Vienna



Future projects.  
Fundació Mies van der Rohe

�  The Prize exports architectural culture.
�  The Prize is important for architecture and extremely important  

for Europe’s future.
�  The Prize shows how Europe expresses its identity through architec-

ture. This identity has to be visible to understand what the future of  
Europe should be like.

�  The Prize contributes to understand how Europeans relate to their 
cities, to their education systems and to the rest of the world.

Award 2015 exhibition House of Cards version

Made in Europe exhibition

Beirut
Shanghai

Hong Kong

Alexandria

Sydney

Brasilia

Bogotá

Mexico D.F.

Buenos AiresSantiago de Chile



Architecture is one of our main vehicles to pursue 
the European idea. The big question is: what might 
stand at the forefront of European architecture? Is 
there a common ground? I see a common ground. It’s 
the celebration of the public. European architecture 
celebrates the public, either through the classical 
architectural principle of their rooting, or through social 
engineering, community building, or highlighting, 
profiling a building with the public realm as the 
common ground. 

— Ole Bouman, 2007




