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I. Policy relevance of city statistics

ÁCities symbolise the twofold challenge: how to improve 
competitiveness while meeting social, cultural and 
environmental demands. 

ÁCities move into the focus of attention with the Urban Agenda 
and the Pact of Amsterdam.

ÁTowns and cities across the EU cover 
more than 70 % of the EU -28ôs 
population.

ÁEurope's cities are the engines of the 
European economy, providing jobs and 
services, and serve as hubs that 
catalyse creativity and innovation.
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Characteristics of Eurostat's city statistics

ÁLarge number of indicators (~ 70)

ÁCover about 900 cities and towns in Europe

ÁData collection on voluntary basis , partly based on 
grants

ÁNo legal basis for the data collection or
methodological details

ÁOrigin often directly city statisticians , e.g. Germany

ÁData gaps are inevitable despite fruitful cooperation

ÁVoluntary methodological guidelines but adherence
varies inevitably
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Data collection on 
cities by Eurostat
Demography :

1) Population by age groups

2) Nationality at birth

3) Household Structure

Social Aspects:
1) Housing conditions

2) Health conditions

3) Crime data

Economic Aspects:
1) Employment conditions and 

labour m arket 

2) Economic activities and 
enterprises

3) Income disparities and 
poverty

Environment

Travel , transport and 
culture
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