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Commissioner Hahn’s message to the URBAN Intergroup

“At a time when the importance of urban development is clear 
for all to see – in tackling the impact of the global economic 
crisis and in building a smart, sustainable and inclusive fu-

ture for all – the continued interest of MEPs in urban development is 
hugely welcome. Our continent is one of the most urbanized in the 
world, with more than two thirds of the European population living 
in urban areas – a share that continues to grow. These areas act as 
the engines of our economy and as a catalyst for creativity and inno-
vation throughout Europe. However, they are also the places where 
problems such as unemployment, segregation and poverty are at 
their most severe. It is in these urban areas that the success of the 
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Europe 2020 Strategy and the future economic, social and territorial development of the entire 
European Union will be determined.
For this reason, I want to assure you that the Commission is fully committed to pursuing an in-
creasingly ambitious urban agenda. This ambition is evidenced by several of the Commission’s 
proposals in the draft regulations: a much clearer focus on sustainable urban development 
with 5% of ERDF resources being allocated for ‘integrated actions’ in this field by each Member
State; the establishment of an Urban Development Platform which will promote capacity build-
ing and exchange of experience on urban policy amongst cities; and the creation of a new tool 
entitled Urban Innovative Actions to explore and demonstrate radical new approaches to issues 
relating to sustainable urban development.
In further developing and implementing this ambitious urban agenda, the expertise and assist-
ance of the URBAN Intergroup will be vital. I look forward to the continuation of the productive 
relationship between DG Regional Policy and the URBAN Intergroup. Together we can ensure 
that our urban areas are given the best possible chance to succeed.”

       Johannes Hahn
       European Commissioner for Regional Policy

The future of Europe’s cities and the sup-
port for urban development from structural 

funds are one of the most important thematic 
issues in the work of the Intergroup. After the 
publication of the Commission’s proposals for 
the new cohesion policy regulatory framework 
for the years 2014-2020, the members and 
partners of the Intergroup started an inten-
sive dialogue about the urban elements in the 
proposed regulations.
During two meetings organised by the Inter-
group, MEPs and URBAN partners discussed 
with numerous representatives of the Europe-

an Commission specific provisions related to
the establishment of the Urban Development 
Platform, to the earmarking of 5% of the na-
tional ERDF allocation for integrated, sustain-
able urban development actions and the selec-
tion of cities for the implementation of those. 
Moreover, several other elements such as new 
instruments for territorial development (Inte-
grated Territorial Investment, Community-led 
local development), implementation of innova-
tive projects in cities and the possible invest-
ment priorities were debated. 

STRUCTURAL FUNDS

Key priority - urban dimension of cohesion policy
2014-2020
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Jan Olbrycht MEP (EPP, Poland), President 
of the URBAN Intergroup, participated on 

October 18th in the discussion “European public 
procurement and the built environment. Striv-
ing to achieve sustainable quality” organised 
by the Association of Architects “G30” with the 
support of the URBAN Intergroup in Brussels.
The discussion aimed at bringing a useful con-
tribution to the political debate on the reform 
of EU public procurement rules. Participants 
acknowledged that the quality and sustain-
ability of buildings and urban quarters in Eu-
rope is not satisfactory. They highlighted the 
necessity to fully take into account the need to 
reinforce the global quality and sustainability 
of the built environment for the sake of society 
and future generations.
Malcolm Harbour MEP (ECR, United Kingdom), 
Chairman of the Committee on the Internal 

ARCHITECTURE

MEPs and architects debated
on the new EU public procurement regulations

Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) and 
Heide Rühle MEP (Greens/EFA, Germany), 
EP’s rapporteur for the opinion on the Euro-
pean Commission’s Green Paper on the mod-
ernisation of public procurement and member 
of the URBAN Intergroup, also took part in the 
panel discussion with several architects from 
different EU Member States invited as speak-
ers for the event.

Jan Olbrycht MEP (EPP, Poland) (in the middle) and Malcolm Harbour MEP (ECR, 
United Kingdom) (on the right) participated to the conference with architects.
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ENERGY

The local level at the core of European 2050 Roadmaps

A one day seminar “Energy Roadmap 2050: 
Towards local and regional Energy Road-

maps” was organised in Brussels on November 
9th by the URBAN Intergroup and Energy Cit-
ies.
The event focused on the role of local level 
in the implementation of different European 
roadmaps, such as Cities of Tomorrow, Road-
map for a resource-efficient Europe, Roadmap
towards a competitive and resource-efficient
transport system and the European Energy 
Roadmap 2050 to be published by the Euro-
pean Commission shortly.
“The European Union must engage with cities 
to promote together an energy policy to match 
its ambitions, from the ground up, based on 
territorial cohesion, innovation, social inclusion 
and the creation of local jobs,” Karima Delli 
MEP (Greens/EFA, France), Vice-president of 
the URBAN Intergroup, commented after the 
event. “The climate battle must be led from 
the front by cities,” she stressed.
Participants agreed that the energy roadmaps 
at European and local level that include a long-
term vision are very important as a guide to 
make short term decisions and to improve en-
ergy sustainability in cities.

During the conference, Energy Cities’ mem-
bers, key European stakeholders and repre-
sentatives of EU institutions shared their views 
on the expected Energy Roadmap 2050 and 
the designated role of the local level, and pre-
sented also their own visions towards 2040-
2050.
Moreover, the seminar provided the partici-
pants with numerous examples of cities mak-
ing progress towards a low-energy future, in-
cluding some best practices of cities that have 
set highly ambitious targets. Cities that shared 
their achievements were: City of Växjö, City of 
Munich, City of Delft and City of Lille.
More information: www.energy-cities.eu/imagine

“The climate battle must be led from the front by cities,” said Karima Delli MEP 
(Greens/EFA, France) (on the right). © Energy Cities

URBAN conferences and meetings
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RESEARCH

EMI wants to strengthen sustainable urban mobility

During the November URBAN Intergroup 
meeting in Strasbourg, the European Met-

ropolitan network Institute (EMI) presented 
the findings of their Knowledge and Research
Agenda on “Sustainable Urban Mobility”.
Members commented on the findings and pro-

vided their input to be enclosed to the final
Research Agenda (for scientists, research in-
stitutes), and the final Practical Guide (for cit-
ies, national governments, European Commis-
sion).

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Sustainable development in new towns

On June 24th Lambert van Nistelrooij 
MEP (EPP, the Netherlands) hold a key 

note speech regarding the possibilities of sus-
tainable development in new towns for an in-
ternational delegation who attended the Gen-
eral Assembly of the European New Towns and 
Pilot Cities Platform (ENTP).
Mr. van Nistelrooij’s key message was to align 
the activities in cities with the EU 2020 strat-
egy. “Towns should invest in greener, more in-
novative and inclusive projects,” he said.
The delegation participated actively in the de-
bate on the conditions for EU funding. Mr. Van 
Nistelrooij stressed the need to align innova-
tive measures with JESSICA’s program for sus-
tainable projects and urban reconstruction.
These new financial instruments offer new pos-
sibilities via the European Investment Bank. 
The representatives of the delegation visited 
several projects of new town development in 
Eindhoven and Helmond and in the western 

“Towns should invest in greener, more innovative and inclusive projects,” said Lam-
bert van Nistelrooij MEP (EPP, NL) during the ENTP General Assembly.

URBAN voice in Europe

CONFERENCE

EU experience in Regional Policy to help China 

As large territories with wide economic and 
social disparities, China and the European 

Union face many similar challenges and share 
similar goals in achieving more balanced re-
gional development. One of these challenges 
includes the rural-urban divide.
The High Level conference EU-China Regional 
Policy organised by DG Regio, on 13th Octo-
ber, during the 6th High level seminar on Re-
gional Policy, Multilevel governance and sup-
port to priority areas in Regional Policy, served 
to exchange views on how regional policy can 
benefit the development of both the EU and
China.

“China is rapidly evolving and territorial co-
operation has already been successful in the 
coastal regions in China,” said Lambert van 
Nistelrooij MEP (EPP, the Netherlands), who 
took part in the conference. “However, it is of 
great importance that development is spread 
evenly across China and that is where the EU’s 
experience can help China to accomplish this,” 
he added. 
Mr. van Nistelrooij reminded that the URBAN 
Intergroup has initiated a specific program on
Urban Development in the Memorandum of 
Understanding on Regional Policy for the com-
ing years.

part of the Netherlands (Randstad). This as-
sembly provided an excellent platform to ex-
change valuable views.
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Several members of the URBAN Intergroup 
took part in workshops on urban related 

issues that were organised during the 9th Euro-
pean Week of Regions and Cities (Open Days 
2011), in Brussels and in many EU Member 
States (October 10th-13th).

Jan Olbrycht MEP (EPP, Poland), president 
of the URBAN Intergroup participated in two 
workshops devoted to urban development. 
“As rapporteur for the European Regional De-
velopment Fund and President of the URBAN 
Intergroup at the European Parliament, I will 
push ahead the proper consideration of the ur-
ban dimension in the European legislation with 
regard to cohesion policy after 2013,” the MEP 
assured.
Mr. Olbrycht welcomed the European Commis-
sion’s proposals regarding support for the ur-
ban development in the new legislative pack-
age but reminded also that, even if cities are 
the enormous potential of Europe, many cur-
rent problems are also concentrated in urban 
areas. “I am especially pleased with the un-
derlying of the need to apply integrated ap-
proach while implementing the local strate-
gies,” he added.

Oldřich Vlasák MEP (ECR, Czech Republic), 
2nd vice-president of the Intergroup, contrib-
uted to the seminar “Europe 2020 - Smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth - EU Capital 
Cities and Regions showing the way”, organ-
ised by Brussels Info Point. 
The MEP reminded the three objectives of the 
urban dimension of cohesion policy included 
in the European Parliament report: (1) to help 
urban areas develop their basic physical in-
frastructure as a precondition for growth, (2) 
to help urban areas modernise their charac-
teristics through investment in infrastructure 
and services based on technological advance-
ments, and (3) to allow cities regenerate ur-
ban areas by reclaiming industrial sites and 
contaminated land.
Mr. Vlasák also underlined the essential role 
that big cities play, “particularly in shaping 
economic and social climate.”

In Dunkerque (France), Karima Delli MEP 
(Greens/EFA, France), Vice-president of the 
URBAN Intergroup, took part in the roundtable 
“Building the future of our territories: stakes 
and perspectives for the Europe of tomor-

row”.
“Even if the urban dimension is enhanced 
by the integrated approach and financially,
it should not be only applied to a few privi-
leged cities, selected on non-objective criteria 
by Member States,” the MEP said. “Deprived 
urban areas should not be left behind in the 
future cohesion policy,” Ms. Delli added.

Lambert van Nistelrooij MEP (EPP, the 
Netherlands), vice-president of the URBAN 
Intergroup, was one of the key speakers at a 
seminar on energy cities. Lambert van Nistel-
rooij stressed the bottom-up approach of the 
EU 2020 strategy and the importance of coop-
eration on a local and regional level to gener-
ate more sustainable energy.
“We are focussing more and more on possibili-
ties to generate low-carbon energy on the re-
gional and local level. The fight against climate
change is won or lost in the urban areas,” the 
MEP said. 
Mr. van Nistelrooij welcomed the initiative of 
the Covenant of Mayors: “Local administra-
tions are the closest to the European citizens 
and will be the most able to explain the need 
for a decrease in the use of energy. This is also 
the case with the newly established Energy Ef-
ficiency Fund in which local authorities take
up the right to finance local energy efficiency
projects,” he said.
“I am pleased to see that more and more cit-
ies are taking up the challenge to reach the EU 
20-20-20 objective,” he added.

Mr. van Nistelrooij participated also in another 
panel organised by Business Europe and the 
Committee of the Regions. This panel focussed 
mainly on the need to create more ownership 
at local and regional level of the management 
of the projects and the European funds.
“I call for more flexibility in EU funding,” said
Mr. van Nistelrooij. “It is important for smart 
projects created by cooperation of govern-
ments, universities and business to get easy 
access to these funds. These projects are im-
plemented on local level and the role of the 
cities is of great importance in this respect,” 
he added.
The MEP reminded that cities hold 70% of the 
population: “cities can therefore be frontrun-
ners on spending the funds and focussing on 
smart local projects,” he said.
More information: www.opendays.europa.eu

© URBAN Intergroup

“Cities are the enormous
potential of Europe”
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PILOT PROJECT

“The Erasmus project will be implemented!”

The URBAN Intergroup and more broadly 
the European Parliament have been sup-

porting the idea of an “Erasmus for elected lo-
cal and regional representatives” since 2008. 
On that time, Jean-Marie Beaupuy (ALDE, 
France), at that time MEP and President of 
the URBAN Intergroup, suggested this idea to 
improve the use of European structural funds 
through the exchange of best practices.
In agreement with him, Sophie Auconie 
MEP (EPP, France) took over this idea. She 
organised a meeting in July 2011 to give 
this project a new momentum and drafted 
an amendment (co-signed by 14 colleagues, 
many from the URBAN Intergroup) to the 
2012 budget, in order to implement it as a 
“preparatory action”.
For Mrs. Auconie, “there is a real need to im-
prove information of local and regional elect-
ed representatives who shape policies for ter-
ritorial development. Such a programme  can 
tremendously improve their knowledge while  
disposing all key policy instruments and pro-
viding support from counterparts”.

Since this budgetary amendment received full 
support from the European Parliament and the 
Council, it should be implemented in the com-
ing months. “Let’s experiment this idea at a 
small scale,” said Sophie Auconie. “If it works, 
we will find a place for it in the regulations
for the next programming period of cohesion 
policy.”

Sophie Auconie MEP (EPP, France) wants to improve information on European 
structural funds at local and regional levels.

EU PRESIDENCY EVENT

Effective instruments to support territorial development

Jan Olbrycht MEP (EPP, Poland), President 
of the URBAN Intergroup, took part in the 

two-day-long conference “Effective Instru-
ments Supporting Territorial Development” in 
Warsaw (October 24th-25th).
The main objective of the conference was to 
exchange views and opinions between experts 
in the area of cohesion policy in the context of 
the territorial dimension and to indicate pos-
sible improvements in cohesion policy post 
2013.
Jan Olbrycht, who represented the European 
Parliament and the Intergroup, talked about 
the urban dimension in the recently proposed 

regulations for cohesion policy after 2013.
At the end of the conference, recommenda-
tions and conclusions were gathered in order 
to create, improve and implement more effec-
tive instruments that can be used in designing 
integrated and territorially sensitive develop-
ment of the EU model.
The Conference was organised as an initiative 
of the Polish Presidency to the Council of the 
European Union by the Polish Ministry of Re-
gional Development.
More information: www.mrr.gov.pl/konferencje/
eic2011/eng/Strony/Home.aspx

SUMMER WORKSHOP

“La Défense 2050 – beyond urban forms”

On behalf of the URBAN Intergroup, its 
President Jan Olbrycht MEP (EPP, Po-

land) was member of the international jury of 
“La Défense 2050” in Cergy-Pontoise (France). 
The jury of international experts selected in 
September the winners of a competition whose 

aim was to create a new restructuring plan for 
Paris business district La Défense, while tak-
ing into account environmental, economic and 
social issues connected to the modernisation 
of the district.
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CONTACTS
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January 11th 2012: Conference on “Non-City, Next-City? From urban sprawl to urban soul in 
Europe” (15:00-17:30, Brussels, European Parliament, ASP 5E2)

February 7th 2012: Conference on urban programmes with international organisations and 
enterprises (Brussels)

AGENDA

More infromation
on URBAN Intergroup
and partners’ actvities
on our new website!

www.urban-intergroup.eu

NEW!

URBAN Intergroup goes on-line!

In October the Intergroup launched its new Internet website:
www.urban-intergroup.eu

List of members and partners 
of the URBAN Intergroup 
on our new website!

www.urban-intergroup.eu


